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FOREWORD

The January Edition of EPIC UPSC Current Affairs , coverskey developments
from December and continues our conscious shift away from routine news compilation
towards exam-oriented understanding .

Each topic in this edition has been carefully curated and mapped to the UPSC
syllabus , enabling aspirants to clearly understand what happened, why it matters, and
how it connects to both Prelims and Mains perspectives . Our focus remains on
relevance, linkage, and clarityfi ensuring that every page adds tangible value to your
preparation.

This edition reflects our sustained effort to simplify complexity , prioritise high -
yield issues, and distil current affairs into concept -driven insights . The content is
designed not merely to inform, but to strengthen conceptual clarity , sharpen analytical
thinking , and encourage aspirants to approach issues with the mindset offuture
administrators fi marked by precision, balance, and purpose .

Note from the Team
To ensure faster loading and seamless offline access, visual elements have been
intentionally kept minimal in this edition. The colour scheme has been standardized
across subjects to reflect our brand identity , a practice that will be consistently followed
in upcoming editions as well.
Our Continuing Vision
At Educasium IAS Academy , our vision remains unwavering fi to empower every
serious UPSC aspirant with structured, reliable, and meaningful guidance
Under the direction and mentorship of Purushoth Sir , we remain committed to delivering
innovative, value -driven learning experiences that nurture academic excellence,
resilience, and a deep sense of purpose.
On behalf of the EPIC UPSC Team, we reaffirm our pledge to uphold consistency,
academic integrity, and thoughtful innovation , ensuring that every edition of this
magazine remains atrusted, substantive companion in your civil services journey.

Team EDUCASIUM
EPIC UPSC Clasgeducasium IAS Academ

Disclaimer : While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, occasional errors may occur .
Any such inaccuracies will be acknowledged and corrected in subsequent editions .
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1. Parliamentary Functioning in India

—"

NEWS  In Lok Sabha, only 29%, and in Rajya Sabha, 34% of scheduled time was
\“}! utilised in the Monsoon Session 2025.

1 Severe disruptions: Declining sittings: Average annual sittings fell from 121 days
(195270)to ~68 days since 2000

1 Question Hour erosion: Functioned just 23% in Lok Sabha and 6% in Rajya Sabha
(Monsoon 2025), weakening executive accountability.

1 Committee scrutiny down: Only ~20% of Bills were referred to Parliamentary
Committees in the 16th & 17th Lok Sabhas, compared to ~60% earlier.

1 Institutional gaps: No Deputy Speaker elected in the 17th Lok Sabha and none yet
in the 18th, undermining constitutional balance.

Constitutional & Procedural Context

1 Summoning power: Under Article 85(1), the President summons each House.
1 Session gap limit: No more than six months between two sessions.

1 Flexibility: Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabhaneed not meet simultaneously .
f

No fixed calendar: Parliament lacks a statutory sitting calendar; conventionally
holds Budget, Monsoon, and Winter sessions annually.

| Bottom line: Reduced sittings, frequent disruptions, weakened Question Hour, and |
| limited committee scrutiny signala decl i ne i n Parl i amentos del it
l_accountability role |
x X 4 = ‘ y 3 =
@—S- Aprivat e me mdsentroduedmithe Lok Sabha to allow

‘=| independent voting by MPs on most legislative business.

A Limited disqualification:  An MP faces disqualification only if they vote/abstain against
party directions on motions affecting government stability  (e.g., confidence/no-
confidence).

A Free voting: MPs may vote freely on all other bills and motions , guided by judgment and
constituency interests.

A Whip clarity: The Speaker/Chairman must explicitly announce when a party whip
applies to stability -related motions.

A Appeal process: A disqualified member may appeal within 15 days ; the Presiding Officer
must decide within 60 days .

A Adjudication reform: Defection disputes to be handled by independent tribunals i
Supreme Court of India Division Benches for Parliament and High Court Division
Benchesfor State Legislatures.

A Close loopholes: Addressesgroup defections that destabilise governments despite the
anti-defection law.

A Voter accountability: Shifts MP accountability from party leadership to constituents .

A Better scrutiny: Reducing routine whips encourages bill scrutiny and substantive
amendments.
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3. SC limits contempt powers, says judges not
shielded from criticism

=1 criminal contemptholdingthatthe power of contempt is not a. o0p

\“\:_\r The Supreme Court has set aside @Bombay High Court order that punished a woman for

The Court clarified that contempt jurisdiction must NOT be used to silence criticism , and
that sincere remorse and apology can be accepted even after a finding of guilt under the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 .

Key Takeaways from the Supreme Court Ruling

Cont empt not 0 p eGostamptpdwerastonpmieat the justice system , not
the ego of an individual judge. It cannot be used to suppress criticism of judges or
judicial functioning.

Bona fide apology (Section 12, Contempt of Courts Act, 1971): The Court emphasised
that genuine remorse may be acceptedeven after guiltis recorded . The purpose is
course-correction, not vengeance.

Judicial restraint : Contempt power must be exercised with great caution, restraint and
proportionality , especially in matters involving free speech.

Mercy & forgiveness: Forgiveness is part of judicial conscience ; where the contemnor
shows true contrition , courts should lean towards mercy, consistent with the dignity and
authority of the institution.

About Contempt of Court in India  : Purpose: To protect the authority and independence
of the judiciary , maintain public confidence , and ensure unobstructed administration of
justice.

Constitutional basis:
Article 129: Supreme Courtasad Cour t o fwitiRpewepto mhidish for its contempt.
Article 215: High Courts as Courts of Record with similar inherent powers.

Article 19(2): Permitsd c o nt e mp t a®dreasorahlerrdstéiction on freedom of speech
and expression.

Statutory framework 8 Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 : Enacted following H.N. Sanyal
Committee recommendations.

Civil Contempt 8 Section 2(b): Wilful disobediencef any judgment, decree, direction, order,
writ or other process of a court , or wilful breach of an undertaking to a court.

Criminal Contempt 9 Section 2(c): Publication or act which:
Scandalises or tends to scandalise the authority of any court;
Prejudices or interferes with any judicial proceeding; or
Obstructs or tends to obstruct the administration of justice in any manner.
2006 Amendmentdo Subst antial interferenced requir eme

Contempt of Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006 clarified that punishment can be
imposed only if theacto substantially interfemwithghé or i s |
administration of justice. This narrows the scope and harmonises contempt with free
speechand fair criticism.
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4. Electoral funding reform key to curb money power
in Indian politics

NEV After the Supreme Court (2024) struck down anonymous Electoral Bonds and reaffirmed
iy Vot ®@Rs@ht to Knowd sources of pol i,fundiegghbs f und
I shifted heavily to Electoral Trusts, with the ruling party reportedly receiving ~ 82% of total
disbursements . This has renewed debate onlevel playing field, transparency, and corporate
influence in elections.

What is Electoral Funding?

o Resources raised bypolitical parties and candidates for:
A Campaign expenses,
A Party organisation,
A Voter outreach & media.
o TheSChasheldthatv ot er sd Right to Know theas sour
essential for informed electoral choice (Article 19(1)(a) read with 19(2)).

Key Funding Mechanisms in India
o Individual Donations:
A RPA 19510 Sections 29B & 29C:

A Allow parties to accept donations and require annual disclosure of
contributions > 20,000

o Tax Provisions (Section 13A, IT Act 1961):
A Parties getincome-tax exemption if:
A Maintain audited accounts, and

A Accept donations above 2,000 only via traceable banking channels
(cheque, draft, electronic).

o Corporate Contributions:

A Companies Act, 2013 permits corporate donations subject to conditions
(Board approval, disclosure).

A Post-2024 SC ruling on bonds, channels have shifted more todeclared
corporate and Electoral Trust routes .

0 Electoral Trusts:

A Non -profit entities that receive donations and must distribute 95% of
receipts to political parties.

A Required to disclose aggregate receipts and distributions to the Election
Commission, but not always donor -to-party granularity for the public.

o State / Public Support (Indirect):

A Tax exemptions for parties,

A Subsidised land/buildings for party offices,

A Free/discounted airtime on Prasar Bharati during elections.
o Foreign-linked Funding (FCRA route):

A FCRA amendment 2018 allows donations from Indian companies with
majority foreign shareholding , raising debate overindirect foreign
influence .
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5. Parliament extends new Water Pollution law to
¢ = ’ 7 =y 3 ~

—~ + J 7 - L] + N e - N . N + o . L n N

NEV The Rajya Sabha has adopted a statutory resolution to extend the Water (Prevention
‘=1 and Control of Pollution) Amendment Act, 2024 to Manipur , which is currently under
lPresidentds Rule (Article 356)
Under Article 357(1)(a), when a State i s bothiHeusesd®r esi d e
Parliament must pass a statutory resolution for a Central law on a State subject (like water)
to be applied to that State.

Constitutional / Federal Angle

i Presi dendAtt.856Rul e

o Invoked when constitutional machinery in a State fails; President assumes functions
of State government, Parliament can exercise State Legislature powers.
1 Article 357(1)(a):
o Allows Parliament to confer on itself the powers of the State Legislature during
Pr es i d e rnia stautoR vebokution passed by both Houses .

o Used here toextend a Central amendment on a State List subject (water) to
Manipur.

Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Act, 2024
1 Background :

o Amends the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 |, which created
CPCB and SPCBsto prevent and control water pollution.

o Becausewater is in State List , the 2024 Amendment initially applied only to
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and all UTs ; other States mustopt-in via Assembly
resolution.

o So farPunjab, Bihar and West Bengal have adopted it; now Manipur joins through
the Article 357 route.

1 Key Provisions:
o Penalty shift:

A For minor violations , earlier punishable with imprisonment, now replaced by
monetary penalties from 10,000 to 15 lakh.

o Adjudicating Officer:
A Centre may appoint Adjudicating Officers to impose penalties.
A Must be at leastJoint Secretary to Gol or Secretary to a State Government.
A Appeals lie to the National Green Tribunal (NGT)

o SPCB leadership control:

A Central Government may prescribe the nomination process and service terms
for State Pollution Control Board (SPCB) Chairpersons , standardising
criteria.

o Exemptions 8 White Category industries:

A In consultation with  CPCB, the Centre may exempt certain industries from

prior consent to establish/operate.

A Targetso Whi t e C anbnepgllotingyunits like PV cells, AC assembly, fly -
ash brick units, wind power plants , etc.
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control to trus

NEV The proposedd J an Vi s h wa s,duilding enrthe dam ¥isghwas (Amendment
i of Provisions) Act, 2023 and a forthcoming 2025 Bill, seeks to move India from
control -oriented, permission -heavy regulation to trust-based governance. The aim is
to promote entrepreneurship, formalisation and mass employment
compliances and decriminalising minor offences.

by rationalising

ndi

Prior approvals & License Raj legacy: Multiple discretionary licences, NOCs, inspections b
scope for corruption, delays and policy uncertainty , especially for MSMEs.

Background 6St ruct ur al Constraints in | ads Regu

Instrument proliferation:
orders, maki ng

Cumulative compliance blind spot: India had ~69,000 compliances (2025)experiences under
labour codes show up to 75% can be rationalised without harming protections.

Beyond Acts & Rules, businesses faceirculars, SOPs, FAQs, office
the real orul ebookdéd compl ex and ¢

Over-enforcement vs weak capacity: Amb i t i ous
selective enforcement and rent -seeking .

regulation + | i mit

Process as punishment: Criminalisation of minor technical lapses (e.g., documentation errors,
cheque bounce) clogs court$i cheque-b o u n c e B0k ofrpendeacy.

Information fragmentation: No single, authoritative compliance database ; firms struggle to
know what r udommiance prxiety andinformality.

Reform Area

Trust-Based
Regulation

Systematic
Decriminalisation

Predictable, Law-
Backed Rules

Digital
Compliance &
Single Source

Regulatory
Review &
Accountability

Key Provision

Presumption of permission unless
expressly prohibited

Self-registration & self -certification

Replace jail terms with civil/monetary
penalties

Retain criminal sanctions for serious
offences

Mandatory consultation & impact
assessment

Limit non -statutory obligations

End-to-end digital compliance

Unified business identity

Centralised legal repository

Annual Regulatory Impact Assessment

(RIA)
Identification of redundant rules

Legislative & public scrutiny

Core Idea (Condensed)

Shift from licence-raj to freedom-to-operate

Minimal state intervention, with HS&E and

security exceptions

Reduce criminalisation of minor, non -
malafide offences

Fraud, safety, environmental and security

violations remain criminal

Ensure stability and predictability in
regulation

End compliance through FAQs/circulars

without legislative backing

Online registration, filing, renewal, inspection

PAN/CIN -based single identity across

departments

One searchable portal for all applicable laws

and rules

Track compliances, penalties, prosecutions,

outcomes

Periodic repeal of obsolete regulations

Assess proportionality of punishment vs

benefit
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7. PM flags urgent police reforms at 60th DGP BbIG

conference
At the 60th All India Conference of Director Generals/Inspector Generals of Police in
=3 Raipur, held on the theme o Vi k s i t Bhar at : S ethelPrimetMjnist& i me n s i

| emphasised theurgent need for comprehensive police reforms . The discussion spotlighted
long-pending structural, human -resource and accountability deficits in Indian policing,
despite multiple commissions and Supreme Court directives.

Why Police Reforms Are Needed

1 Colonial design & political control  : Many States still rely on frameworks derived from
the Police Act, 1861, encouragingao r ul e r 0 sningset tather thai democratic,
citizen-centric policing.

1 Capacity & workforce crisis : Aver age wadhkudsawth ireegular weekly rest

b fatigue and poor qual ity oPromotiorvseagnatiorg at i ¢
Constables form ~86% of the force; many retire after just one promotion i n 30 vy e a
low morale.

1 Diversity & trust deficit: Gender gap :Wo me n12%of the force versus33% policy
targetb we a k gensitderasponse to crimes against women and children.

1 Human rights & infrastructure issues : Custodial violence: India signed UNCAT
(1997)but has no anti-torturelaw ; 0 tdheigrrde e 6 per si st s.

Major Reform Recommendations (Commissions & SC)

Committee / Body (Year) Main Recommendations (Simple Terms) Core Purpose

A State Security Commi
Fixed minimum tenure
Reduce political interference

Professional and
autonomous police

National Police
Commission (1977081)

o . A Police Establishment
Ribeiro Committee : A Transparent personnel
(1998) promot.i ons Repl ace [management
Independent recruitment for constables
A Separate investigat.i
Padmanabhaiah Police training counci Better investigation & skills
Committee (2000) Retrain constables; compulsory retirement if 9

standards not met

. . A Reform entire crimirtr
Malimath Committee . s
Nati onal agency f or s ¢Speedyand fair justice
(2002603) - )
victims and withesses
A New sdbiaglketds Police Act, A ate Police

Model Police Act Modern%éhcmg

Boards for over syeght

Committee (2005006) . framework
tenure; regulated transfers
. . A Police to explain cut
National Human Rights CCTV in all pol i ce st ¢Human rights protection

Commission (2021) policing; follow SC directives

A yyear fixed tenure for senior office
Police Establishment I lInsulationfrom politics &
Police Compl aints Aut I accountability

investigation from law & order

Supreme Court 0
Prakash Singh case
(2006)
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8. ED Moves to Fast - Track PMLA Cases

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has begun steps toreduce its backlog of
money -laundering investigations , amid scrutiny that actual conviction rates
under PMLA are far below the 94% figure cited by the agency

About the Enforcement Directorate (ED)

1

A multi -disciplinary agency investigating financial crimes and
enforcing economic laws.

Established in 1956(as an Enforcement Unit), renamed in 1957, and
placed under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance (1960) .

Headed by a Director of Enforcement , headquartered in New Delhi ,
with regional, zonal, and sub -zonal offices nationwide.

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002

il

| ndi ads pr icongbatmanky laureevingt and confiscate
proceeds of crime.

Enacted to meet obligations under the Vienna & Palermo Conventions
and Financial Action Task Force (FATF) standards.

Key Provisions

il

Section 3: Defines money laundering as dealing with proceeds of crime
and projecting them as untainted.

Section 4: Prescribesimprisonment and fines , with enhanced penalties
for NDPS-linked offences.

Section 24:Reverses burden of proof once the offence is established.

Section 12: Mandates KYC, record-keeping, and suspicious transaction
reporting by banks/financial institutions.

Section 43: EstablishesSpecial Courts for PMLA cases.
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9. Marital Rape Exception Debate

APri vat e Me nmihe Lol Sabla isdeks removal of themarital rape
exception under Section 63 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 .

Ground reality : NFHS-5 reports ~30% of married women have faced spousal
violence, yet marital rape remains legally exempt .

Current Legal Position

1

Exception retained: Non-consensual sex by a husband with hisadult wife
is not rape; the exception from IPC Section 375 continues in BNS Section
63, except when the wife is below 18 years.

Existing remedy: Relief under the Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005 is civil , not criminal prosecution for rape.

Why the Exception Is Seen as a Colonial Relic

il

Colonial roots: Based on British common law and the Doctrine of
Coverture, treating wives as husbands?d

Implied consent fallacy: Assumes permanent consent through marriage ,
rejected in modern democracies.

Constitutional conflict: Inconsistent with Article 14 (equality) and Article
21 (dignity, bodily autonomy) as interpreted by the Supreme Court of
India .

Global rejection: The UK abolished the marital rape exception in 1991

Expert advice ignored: Justice Verma Committee (2013) recommended
removal, calling the exception legally indefensible .

Classes
Tamil & English

prop
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10. Live- in Relationships & State Protection

wews The Allahabad High Court held that unmarried status cannot be grounds to
"/{! deny state protection to couples in live-in relationships.

Core principles:

o Constitutional morality prevails over social norms.

o Adult choice of partner and residence is protected.

o Article 21 obligates the State to protectlife and personal liberty .
Legal Status in India

1 Recognition: Live-in relationships are judicially recognised but not codified by
a single statute.

i Supreme Court view: Adult cohabitation is protected under Article 21 ;
consensual live -in is not a crime.

1 Domestic Violence Act, 2005: Recognises relationshipso i n t he nat ur e ¢
ma r r i;argvelés protection orders, residence rights, maintenance .

1 Evidence law: Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam presumeslong-term
cohabitation as marriage , unless rebutted.

1 Maintenance: Section 125, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita has been
interpreted to cover women in long -term live -in relationships .

Children & Inheritance
1 Legitimacy: Children from long -term live -ins are treated aslegitimate .

1 Property: Such children can inherit p a r e n t -acquiresl propérty .
1 Partners: No automatic inheritance rights  without a will/joint ownership.

Judicial Test (Marriage -like Relationship)
1 Case:Indra Sarmav. V.K.V. Sarma .

1 Indicators: Long duration, shared household, financial interdependence,
domestic sharing, sexual relationship, etc.

1 Exclusion: Doesnot protect a woman who knowingly enters a relationship
with an already married man .
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11. Assam GoM Recommends ST Status

NEWS

A Group of Ministers ( GoM ) in Assam submitted an interim report

iﬁ recommending Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for six communities : Ahom, Chutia,

Moran, Matak, Koch -Rajbongshi, and Tea Tribes.

To protect existing tribal rights, the report proposes a new three -tier ST classification .

Three-Tier ST Framework (Assam)

f
f

Categories: ST (Plains), ST (Hills) , and new ST (Valley) .

ST (Valley) inclusion : Tai Ahom, Chutia, Tea Tribes, Koch -Rajbongshi
(excluding KockRajbongshof undivided Goalpara)

Quota protection : Existing ST (Plains) & ST (Hills) quotas remain unchanged

Separate roster. Independent quota, roster, and vacancy register for ST
(Valley) in state jobs and admissions.

Central benefits : All notified STs compete in a single common ST pool for
Central Government reservations.

Procedure to Include a Community in the ST List

o o &M w0 NP

State/UT proposal to Ministry of Tribal Affairs ( MoTA ).

MoTA review of evidence.

RGI examination (ethnographic assessment) byRegistrar General of India .
NCST scrutiny by National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

Union Cabinet approval .

Parliamentary amendment passed by simple majority in Parliament of
India .

Presidential notification updating the ST list.
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12. Supreme Court Query on New Entry Order vs
Assam Accord

NEWS The Supreme Court of India asked the Centre whether its new order allowing
\ﬁ persecuted minorities to enter India violatestheAs sam Accordds 25 |
" cut-off .

Assam Accord (1985)0 Essentials

1 Purpose: Ended the Assam Movement against illegal immigration from
Bangladesh and setcitizenship cut -offs with safeguards for Assamese identity .

q Cut-off framework:

1. Before 1 Jan 1966Recognised asindian citizens with full rights
(including voting).

2. 1Jan 196624 Mar 1971:Treated asforeigners , removed from electoral
rolls for 10 years then granted citizenship.

3. Onl/after 25 Mar 1971.: lllegal foreigners fi liable to detection,
disenfranchisement, and expulsion under the Foreigners Act, 1946 .

1  Safeguards: Clause 6 mandates constitutional, legislative, and administrative
measures to protectAssamese cultural, social, and linguistic heritage .

1 Legal backing: Implemented via Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955 (1985
amendment), anchoring the 25 March 1971 cut-off.

Core issue before the Court

T Whether post-1971 entry relaxations for persecuted minorities override or
dilute t he Accor do =ffdnd pnotectiong. c ut
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13. Cabinet clears renaming MGNREGA, raising job
guarantee to 125 days

| . . )
" Gr ameen Roz gandinciasp thengaadanteed employment from 100 to

125 days per year.

This comes at a time whenaverage employment is barely 50 days/household ,
unmet demand is high and wage delays persist, raising questions about the gap
between legal entittements and actual implementation

\‘i@‘&§ The Union Cabinet has approved abilltor ename MGNREGA as 0Poc

A Eligibility:
A Citizen , 18+ years rural resident ,
willing to do unskilled manual
work .

At least one-third beneficiaries
must be women .

A Time -bound guarantee:
Work must be Provided wijthin 15

Status of MGNREGA in FY 2024 825

- Person-days: Declined from 308 crore (20238

24) t0290.6 crore

- Average days of work: Only 50.24 days per A
household , far below the statutory 100-day
guarantee (now proposed 125).

- Womends par 58i15% oppersano n : A
daysdhi ghest in a decade b

~ . S'd'Ealyrs & defhany, (f)ahineg which

womends empl oyment .& i nCOmu%emsplclilyr[%]é)ntoaﬁmt/vance is
- Budget: Outlay unchanged at 86,000 payable.

crore, despite higher notified employment

days. Governance & Funding Framework
- Coverage & unmet demand: Nodal ministry : Ministry of Rural

- ~5.54 crore householdsactually got Development .
work.

_ Gram Panchayat: Receives applications, issues
- 60070 lakh demanding households Job Cards, plans and approves works.

reportedly remaine g,dddBfieat Iest50% of works (by cost).

implementation bottlenecks. Monitoring: Central & State Employment
- Wage delays: Arrears of about 974 Guarantee Councils .

grote/dug Wdateyelease of central Social audits by Gram Sabha mandatory
funds. .
_ under Section 17.
ADOUTMGNREGAT F"oolya Bapu Funding pattern: Centre bears100%
Grameen Rozgar Yojana (core features) unskilled wage cost and 75% of material cost.
Legal basis: Work Conditions & Payments

Enacted asNational Rural
Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 ; renamed
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA in 2009 ; now
proposed to be renamed again by amendment.
Rights -based & demand -driven:

Section 3(1): Legal guarantee of at
least 100 days of unskilled wage employment
per rural household (Cabinet now proposes
125 dayy.

States may provide beyond 100 days
at their own cost .

Entitlement can go up to 150 daysin _ _
drought/natural calamity areas and forST Wages revised annually, linked to CPI-AL
households under Forest Rights Act . (Agricultural Labour) .

Work ideally within 5 km; else10% extra wage
if farther.

Permissible works: Focus onnatural resource
management (NRM) and durable rural
infrastructure .

Prohibitions: No contractors or labour -
displacing heavy machinery ; maintain 60:40
wage:material ratio at district level.

Payments & records:
Job Cardsfor all registered households.
Wages viaDBT to bank/post office accounts.
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14. PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana

wews  PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana (launched 2024, thewor | dds | ar ges:
\‘/“ domestic rooftop solar programme.

1 Coverage achieved: 23,96,497 householdswith functional rooftop solar fi
~23.96%o0f the 1 crore target (by 3 Dec 2025.

1 Pipeline : 53,54,099 applicationsreceived; 19,17,698 installations completed
nationwide.

1 Current -year target: 35 lakh households in FY 202526.

About the Scheme

1 Objective : Rapid scale-up of residential rooftopsolar t o support | ndi
clean-energy goals.

1 Target & tenure : 1 crore households by FY 202@27; implemented FY 202324
to FY 202627.

1 Implementation : Ministry of New and Renewable Energy via state
DISCOMs .

1 Eligibility : Indian citizen; owns a house with a suitable roof; valid electricity
connection; no prior rooftop solar subsidy availed.

15. UPSC Guarantees Preferred Exam Centres for
PwBD Candidates

T centre of choice for Persons with Benchmark Disabilities ( PwBD).

\“ews The Union Public Service Commission will guarantee the examination
NEWS
'-

1 How it works:
o Exam centres will fill capacity for all candidates as usual.

o Once full, centresclose for non-PwBD applicants but remain available to
PwBD candidates.

1 Rationale: UPSC found that high -demand centres (e.g.,Delhi, Cuttack, Patna ) fill
early, often forcing PwBD candidates to inconvenient or distant locations .

1 Impact: Ensuresaccessibility, equity, and convenience for PwBD candidates,
aligning examination logistics with inclusion goals.
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16. DoT Mandates SIM - Binding for Messaging Apps

wews 1he Department of Telecommunications notified Telecommunication
"’ii Cybersecurity Amendment Rules, 2025 , requiring SIM -binding for all
" app-based communication platforms.

T Timeline : Platforms must comply within 90 days and submit
compliance reports within 4 months .

1 What SIM -binding means: Messaging apps must function only when the
registered SIM is physically present and active in the device; access
must be blocked if the SIM is removed, replaced, or inactive

Why SIM -Binding Is Needed

1 Cyber-frauds: 1.1 lakh+ cases in 2024 ~70% linked to messaging
apps.

1  Fake KYC SIMs: 6.3 lakh+ fraudulent SIMs detected (202324) via
Sanchar Saathi.

1 SIM -less misuse: ~45% of scam-linked accounts operated without
the original SIM (DoT audit).

1 Cross-border networks: 850+ crorefrauds (2023325) traced to
handlers abroad using unbound accounts.

T Identifier risk: 12+ major apps using mobile numbers (TIUES)
lacked SIMddevice verification.

User Impact

f  Travelers: Users changing SIMs abroadlose accessunless the
original Indian SIM stays active in -device.

1 Workflows: 6-hour logout on web clients (e.g., WhatsApp Web) can
disrupt office use.

1 Compliance friction: More frequent re -verification and tighter
accountdSIM synchronization .
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17. DoT Withdraws Mandatory Pre - Installation of
Sanchar Saathi App

-~ The Department of Telecommunications has withdrawn the mandate
\i.". requiring compulsory pre -installation of the Sanchar Saathi app on all new
# smartphones sold in India.

Earlier stance: Smartphone manufacturers/importers were earlier instructed to pre -
install the app, though the Ministry of Communications had clarified it would
remain voluntary and deletable .

Key Concerns That Drove the Withdrawal

1 Privacy risks: Broad permissions (call logs, location) raised fears ofmass
surveillance without judicial oversight.

] Manufactured consent: Mandatory pre -install exploited user inertia,
undermining the right to privacy .

] Opt-in dilution: Bypassed the standard optin model, effectively turning a
public service into bloatware .

] Security exposure: System-level integration created a single point of failure if
compromised.

] Proportionality: Compulsion was excessive givenless intrusive alternatives
(web portal, SMS checks).

] Oversight gap: Lack of an independent data protection regulator limited
accountability.

About Sanchar Saathi (Voluntary Use Continues)

] Operator/Developer: Run by DoT under the Ministry of Communications;
developed by Centre for Development of Telematics .

] Access:Available via mobile app and web portal .

1 Core tools:
o CEIR: Block/track lost or stolen phones using IMEI.
o TAFCOP:Check SI Ms issued in oneds name.
o Chakshu: Report scam calls/SMS/links.

o KYM: Verify handset authenticity via IMEI scan.
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18. Major Telecom Security Reforms Announced

The Department of Telecommunications announced reforms implemented by
=y the National Centre for Communication Security  to strengthen telecom
| D security, ease compliance, and supportAtmanirbharBharatand Design in India

NEWS

Pro Tem Security Certification (Extended):

o The Pro Tem scheme for OEMs isextended by 2 years beyond 1 Jan
2026

o Introduced in 2024 to avoid business disruption by allowing
temporary clearance during full security testing.

o Operates within the MTCTE framework, which mandates
certification before sale/import/use under the Telecommunications
(Framework to Notify Standards, Conformity Assessment and
Certification) Rules, 2025 .

Lower Testing Lab Fees:

o >50% fee reduction for designation of Telecom Security Testing
Laboratories (TSTLS).

o 90% fee cutfor Indian startups, MSEs, and women-owned
enterprises; full waiver for Central/State labs, 1ITs, and autonomous
institutions.

o TSTLs test equipment againstiITSAR and TSTP standards to ensure
national security and user privacy.

Simplified Certification for ONT Devices:

o Grouped testing allowed for Optical Network Terminator (ONT)
devices sharing identical software under a single ITSAR
certification .

o ONTs convert optical signals to electrical signals for FTTH
connectivity .
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19. Right to Disconnect Bill, 2025

APri vat e Me nmbcelucédsn thB iLdk Sabha to legally protect
WS empl oyeesd right to ignore work communi
I'-'! penalties. Promote work dlife balance and prevent unpaid overtime and

digital overreach.

Key Provisions

1 Legal right to disconnect from calls, emails, and messages outside official
hours.

1 CreationofanEmp| oyeesd Wel foaenfercedant hor i ty

1 Penalties: 1% penalty on employers for violations; provision for overtime
pay.

1  Well -being Measures: Counselling services and digital detox centres .

Why |1 tds Needed

1 Legal Gap: No statutory protection for off -hours disengagement in India.

1  Constitutional Basis: Aligns with Article 21 (health, rest, sleep),Article
39(e), and Article 42 .

1  Health Impact: oTelepressured dr i v e s 49% af indian waorkers
report work -related mental stress (ADP).

 Work Hours: Indians average 47.7 hours/week; over half exceed49 hours,
harming productivity and well -being.

Global Precedents
1 France (2017)First to codify the right to disconnect (EI Khomri law).
1 Portugal (2021): Fines for after-hours contact except emergencies.

1 Australia (2024): Enforceable right to refuse unreasonable afterhours
contact.

Note:Pr i vate Member 6s Bills are not govern
test policy ideas.
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20. National Testing Agency S
(NTA) bl Issue & Reform Context Fatalities bl 2024
1 Background: NTA is an autonomous - Scale of the Crisis: India recorded
body under the Ministry of 1,77,177 road deaths in 2024a2.5% rise
Education, created to conduct from 2023, averaging~485 deaths per
transparent, scientific, and day.
standardised national -level entrance
exams. - Global Comparison: Fatality rate
1  Exams Conducted: JEE Main, NEET- stands at11.89 per lakh population
UG, CUET-UG/PG, CMAT, GPAT, (China: 4.3; USA: 12.768 World Road
UGC-NET, covering engineering, Statistics 2024).
medlcal,. management, and - Care Deficit: Only 5,480 survivors
fellowships.
accessed support from the Motor
1 Current Concern: Repeatedpaper Vehicle Accident Fund , indicating
leaks, answer-key errors, postponed weak post-crash response.
exams, and delayed results have
triggered the formation of a_high - - International Commitment: India is a
level reform panel . signatory to the Stockholm Declaration

hind (2020 commlttln to 50% reduction in
Key Reasons Behin NTAOrcS)ad deahs by2%36n current trends
f  Design&Function Mismatch: NTA diverge sharply.

was envisaged for computer -based

testing, but high-stakes exams like
NEET-UG and UGC -NET were - Speeding: Responsible for >70% of
conducted in pen-and-paper mode, highway deaths ; point-based CCTV
increasing leak vulnerability. causes only shortterm compliance.

Why Fatalities Persist

1 Manpower Deficit: Only ~25 . . 0
sanctioned staff to manage 20+ - Unsafe Engineering: 45660% of fatal

national exams involving crores of crashesoccur where h!ghways el .
catilidarést through settlements without pedestrian

crossings (CRRI).
1 Excessive Outsourcing: Core

functionsfi IT systems, cybersecurity, - Motorisation vs Safety Gap: Vehicle
logistics, and paper handling it are ownership grew ~8% annually (20180
outsourced, weakening 24), outpacing safety infrastructure.

accountability.
- Execution Failures: Despite 40 km/day

1 Operational Errors: Frequent answer- NH construction , audits show 1 in 3

key mistakes and result delays have stretches lack mandated safety features.
eroded credibility (e.g., multiple

questions withdrawn in JEE Main - Weak Enforcement: Absence of
2023. sectional speed monitoring allows

q Governance Ambiguity: Registered drivers to slow only at checkpoints/toll

as asociety, but governed by Union plazas.
Government appointees, leading to
unclear accountability and liability.
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22. Goa Nightclub Fire 23. High Trade Margins

NEWS -
A major fire at Birch by Romeo Lane ﬁ—! on Non - Scheduled Drugs

a nightclub in Goa, killed ~25
people, highlighting chronic fire -
safety lapses in high-occupancy
venues.

Fire Safety Legal Framework

1 NBC 2016 (Part 4):Sets national
guidelines for fire prevention,
building design, safe exits, and
firefighting systems.

1 Enforceability Gap: NBC is
recommendatory ; states/ULBs must
adopt it via bye -laws to make it
binding.

1 Fire NOC: Most states require Fire
Department clearance for high-risk
occupancies (clubs, hotels, assembly
halls, basements).

Why Fires Recur

1 Weak Enforcement: Irregular
inspections and NOC renewals allow
unsafe operations to continue.

1 Hazardous Storage: lllegal storage of
flammable materials due to poor
monitoring.

1 Electrical Failures: Overloaded
circuits and poor maintenance are
frequent ignition sources.

1 Unsafe Egress:Blocked stairwells,
narrow corridors, and poor
ventilation cause fatal smoke
entrapment.

1 Regulatory Adoption Lag: Only
~22024 stateshad fully adopted NBC
2016 fire provisions by 2024
(MoHUA ).

Bottom Line: The tragedy underscores the
urgent need for mandatory NBC

adoption , regular audits , and strict
enforcement in high -risk public venues.

bl Parliamentary Panel
Flags Concern

A Parliamentary Standing Committee
has urged the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA) to curb excessive trade
margins on non-scheduled medicines,
which remain outside price control
and burden patients.

Key Points

1 Non -scheduled drugs: Not listed
under the National List of
Essential Medicines (NLEM) ;
NPPA cannot set ceiling prices,
enabling high launch prices and
margins.

1 Margin levels: Reported margins
up to 953% (cetirizine), 920%
(pantoprazole) , and 60051800%
for commonly used medicines.

1 Regulatory gap: Under DPCO
2013 price ceilings apply only to
scheduled (NLEM) drugs ; non-
scheduled drugs are excluded.

1 Commi t t e drade-mar@rk :
rationalisation and real-time
price data capture across
manufacturers, hospitals, and
distributors.

1 Evidence of impact: Earlier
margin caps on 42 anti-cancer
drugs and select devices
(including during COVID -19)
delivered ~ 1,000 crorein patient
savings.



Online

EDUCASIUM
IAS Academy. ~ Classes

EPIC UPSC Classes Tamil & English

24. AWBI issues SOP for managing stray dogs on
institutional premises

Acting on a recent Supreme Court directive to frame guidelines for stray dogs
—, on public institutional premises, the Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI)

| has issued aStandard Operating Procedure (SOP) for municipal authorities.
The SOP lays downhumane capture, sterilisation, shelter and response norms
to address safety concerns without violating animal -welfare principles.

NEV

Key SOP Provisions d Shelter & Care

Sterilisation & vaccination: All captured stray dogs must be sterilised and vaccinated
beforgpermanent relocation to municipal or NGO shelters .

Minimum shelter dimensions: To prevent overcrowding, the SOP prescribes minimum
area norms, e.g.70x40 feet for every 100 dogs.

Facility norms: Adequate staffing, veterinary care, isolation wards , CCTV monitoring
and six-foot boundary fencing are mandatory.

Feeding standards: Adult dogs must be fed 263 times a day, with weight -based portions
fi e.g.1003150 g for 5 kg dogs, 4008600 g for 20 kg dogs.

Operational Standards & Urban Governance Link

Institutional shelters : Institutions with >2 acres land and at least6,000sq ft free space
may set up on-premise shelters at their own cost, instead of simply pushing dogs back
to streets.

24x7 helpline & response time: A round -the-clock helpline must be operational, with a
norm to capture reported dogs within four hours , improving citizen grievance redressal.

Waste management: Urban local bodies must create closed waste pits for street vendors
and maintain helplines for waste clearance so food waste does not attract and
concentrate stray dogs.

About Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI)

Nature & mandate: A statutory advisory body to promote compliance with animal -
welfare laws and prevent unnecessary pain or suffering to animals.

Legal basis & ministry: Set up in 1962under Section 4, Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960 ; functions under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying .

Powers & structure: Can authorise inspections and seizure of animals where cruelty is
suspected. Comprises28 members, each with athree-year term; HQ at Ballabhgarh ,
Haryana. First Chairperson: Smt. Rukmini Devi Arundale
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25. SHANTI Bill opens nuclear sector to private
players, overhauls liability

The Centre has introduced the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear

NEY Energy for Transforming India (SHANTI) Bill, 2025 in the Lok Sabha toreplace the

I Atomic Energy Act, 1962 and the CLND Act, 2010 and has since passed it in both Houses.

The Bilaimstoopen I ndiads civil nucl ear,mpoliseer sec
large-scale investment, and help achievel00 GW nuclear capacity by 2047 and Net
Zero by 2070.

A. Context & I ndiads Nuclear Energy Landscape

1 Present status:
o 25 reactorsat 7 nuclear power stations with 8,880 MW installed capacity.
o Nuclear power contributesonly ~3 % of | ndi ads el (EX20246R5).1 t
o Targets:22.5 GW by 203132 and 100 GW by 2047,

1 Legal regime till now:

o Atomic Energy Act,1962Bb cent r al monopoly over nucl
by Union govt/PSUs like NPCIL).

o Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage (CLND) Act,2010 B | i abil ity fra
controversial right of recourse against suppliers , which deterred many foreign
vendors.

B. Key Features of the SHANTI Bill

1. Legislative & Institutional Overhaul

1 Unified law: Repeals1962 Actand CLND Act, 2010 and replaces them with a single
SHANTI Act , simplifying regulation & liability.

1 AERB as statutory regulator:

o Grants statutory status to the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) and makes
it answerable to Parliament , strengthening its legal footing.

1 Dispute resolution:

o APTEL (Appellate Tribunal for Electricity) designated to hear nuclear sector
appeals.

o Nuclear Damage Claims Commission to adjudicate compensation claims for severe
nuclear damage.

N

. Private Sector & FDI Patrticipation

=

Ends NPCIL monopoly:

o Allows Indian private companies (and JVs) tobuild, own, operate and
decommission nuclear power plants under a licensing regime.

1 FDI cap:

o Permits up to 49% FDI in nuclear power projects; majority control remains with
Indian entities.
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3. Liability & Compensation Architecture
1 Tiered operator liability:
o Links operator liability to plant size, e.g.:
A 100 crorefor plants <150 MW,
A upto 3,000 crorefor large plants >3.6 GW (exact slabs to be notified).
1 Supplier immunity:

o Removes supplier liability andoper at or 6 s r iagdnstsupdliersf e c ou
making operators solelyliable 6 al i gns more cl osely wit.l
liability norms (e.g. CSC).

1 Penalty & fund:

o Capsmaximum financial penalty for violations at 1 crore.

o Sets up acentral liability fund to pay compensation beyond operator caps.
4. Technology, Innovation & Strategic Control
1 Patent regime:

o Amends Section 4 of the Patents Act, 1970to allow patenting of peaceful nuclear
energy inventions , encouraging private R&D.

1 Bharat SMRs & Nuclear Energy Mission:

o Institutionalisesa 20, 000 cr or e 0 Nu c | tedeployihdigemogsy Mi
220 MW Small Modular Reactors (BSMRs) for grid and industrial use.

1 Strategic activities retained by State:

o Government retains exclusive control over uranium enrichment, spent fuel
reprocessing and heavy water production .

C. Objectives & Significance

1 Capital mobilisation & energy security:

o Target to mobilise 15320 lakh crore private investment and scale nuclear capacity
to 100 GW by 2047

i Clean baseload & Net Zero:

o Treats nuclear asclean baseload to stabilise arenewable -heavy grid , reduce coal
dependence and support Net Zero 2070.

i Industrial decarbonisation:

o SMRs can supply reliable low -carbon power/steam to industry & data centres
helping firms bypass future carbon taxes/CBAM -like measures.

1 Technology access:

o By clarifying and reducing liability, India hopes to unlock advanced reactor
technology transfers and global partnerships that were stalled under CLND.
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26. Raj Kumar Goyal Sworn in as Chief Information
Commissioner

NE\N

Raj Kumar Goyal has been sworn in as theChief Information Commissioner
(CIC) succeedingHeeralal Samariya , with the appointment of eight Information

ot Commissioners restoring the Central Information Commission to full strength
after nine years.

New CIC: Raj Kumar Goyal , former IAS officer and ex-Secretary, Department of Justice,
Ministry of Law and Justice.

Outgoing CIC: Heeralal Samariya .

Full Strength Restored: Appointment of 8 Information Commissioners ends a prolonged
vacancy phase, expected to reduce RTI backlogs and improve disposal rates.

About the Chief Information Commissioner (CIC)

1

Role: Heads and administers the Central Information Commission; allocates
work and oversees functioning.

Appointment: By the President on the recommendation of a committee
comprising the Prime Minister, the Leader of Opposition (Lok Sabha), and a
Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the PM.

Eligibility: Person of eminence with experience in law, social service,
management, journalism, or public administration; must not hold legislative
office.

Tenure: As prescribed by the Central Government under the RTI (Amendment)
Act, 2019 or up to 65 years of age

Removal: By the President for proven misbehaviour or incapacity, only after a
Supreme Court inquiry.

About the Central Information Commission

Status: Statutory body under the Right to Information Act, 2005 .
Composition: One CIC + up to 10 Information Commissioners .

Powers & Functions:

o Final appellate authority for RTI appeals against Central Public
Authorities.

o  Civil court dlike powers during inquiries.
o Canimpose penalties on officials for non-compliance.
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27.President releases 28. Renaming Raj Bhavans
Santhali Constitution on Ol to Lok Bhavans
Chiki script centenary NEWS
H |
The President of India released the "' The Union Home Ministry has
Santhali -language translation of the proposed renaming Raj Bhavans as
Constitution of India to mark the 100th Lok Bhavans and Raj Niwas asLok
anniversary of the Ol Chiki script , Niwas to remove colonial symbolism.
underscoring linguistic inclusion and West Bengal and Ladakh have
constitutional outreach. accepted and implemented the change.

Key Facts (Santhali Language & OI Chiki)

Purpose: Replace coloniatera
terminology (0Rcanti6) wi
nomencl ature (O0Loko).

Language Family: Austroasiatic (Munda
subgroup); language of the Santhal tribe;
UNESCO status: Vulnerable .

Adoption : West Bengal and Ladakh
have already renamed their
Governor/LG residences accordingly.

Geographic Spread: Primarily Jharkhand;
also West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, Assam,
Tripura, Mizoram, Chhattisgarh

. j / Raj Ni
Constitutional Status: Added to the Eighth About Raj Bhavan / Raj Niwas

Schedule by the 92nd Constitutional Function: Official residence and office of
Amendment Act, 2003 ; additional official the Governor (States) andLieutenant
language in Jharkhand and West Bengal. Governor/Administrator  (UTs).
Ol Chiki Script: Created in 1925by Pandit Constitutional Basis: Article 153: Office
Raghunath Murmu as a dedicated script for of the Governor.
Santhali. _ _

Article 158: Entitles the Governor to a
Script Features: Alphabetic (not syllabic); rent-free official residence; if one
30 letters inspired by natural and everyday Governor serves multiple States, one Raj
shapes; replaced reliance on borrowed Bhavan is designated as the principal
scripts (e.g., Bengali, Odia). residence.
Significance : Enhances access to Protocol Role: Hosts oath ceremonies,
constitutional knowledge for Santhali official meetings, and visiting
speakers and celebrates a century of an dignitaries; comparable in protocol to
indigenous script central to tribal cultural Rashtrapati Bhavan at the Union level.
identity.

Colonial Legacy: Most Raj Bhavans
originated as British -era Government
Houses (e.g.,Kolkata Raj Bhavan , built
in 1803.

Symbolism: Shift from authority -centric
colonial imagery to people -first
governance.
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1. India Re- elected to IMO Council Category B with Highest
Votes (2026 B27)

. India has been re-elected to the International Maritime Organisation Council  in
NE Category B for the 20263527 biennium , securing the highest number of votes
l (154 out of 169)ii marking the second consecutive term as top-voted member in
this category.

About IMO:

1 The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) istheUNGs specialised
for maritime safety, security, and environmental performance of international
shipping.

1 Founded: 1948 (Inte-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organisation, renamed
IMO in 1982; came into force in 1959).

1 Headquarters: London, United Kingdom.
1 Membership: 176 Member States + 3 Associate Memberdndia joined in 1959.
IMO Council:

1 Acts as theexecutive organ between Assembly sessions. Majority of regulatory
work is shaped here.

1 Composition: 40 elected members divided into:
o Category A: 10 countries with the largest interest in providing international
shipping services
o Category B: 10 countries with the largest interest in international seaborne
trade( 1l ndi ads category)
o Category C: 20 countries representing other regions/special interest groups.
Latest Elections (34th IMO Assembly @ London):
1 Held during the IMO Assembly session.

1 India secured 154/169 valid votes, the highest tally in Category B i reflecting
strong international confidence.

1 This marks the second consecutive biennium India tops Category B.

Significance :

1 Rei nf or ces Iglobadlimarifinse governamrce ifi nsafety, security, trade
facilitation, decarbonisation, environmental protection.

1 Al i gns wi Anhit KhahMhaiitiem@&\dsion 2047 and global outreach
initiatives like Vision MAHASAGAR

1 I ndi ads engagement included strategic dip
IMO officials and member delegations.

Key IMO Conventions/Frameworks:

SOLAS (1974):Safety standards for ships.

MARPOL (1973/78): Prevention of pollution from ships.

STCW (1978):Training & certification standards for seafarers.
Ballast Water Management (2004): Addresses invasive species.
IMO GHG Strategy (2023): Net-zero emissions aim by ~2050.

= =4 =4 4 =2
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2. India Re - elected to Key Global Governance Bodies (2025)

H
=

1

UNESCO Executive Board (2025829):India hasbeenree |l ect ed t o UNESC
58member Executive Board, strengthening its role in shaping global policies

on education (SDG -4), science, culture, World Heritage, Intangible Cultural

Heritage , and flagship programmes like Man and the Biosphere (MAB) .

UNESCO, founded in 1945and headquartered in Paris, has194 member states

India is a founding member .

ICAO Council (December 2025): India was re-elected to the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) Council  with one of the highest mandates,
reinforcing its influence over global aviation safety, standards, and capacity
building . I ndi a acti velNpCaunrpleiBehired (NCBAOOG s
initiative through technical assistance and promotes global adoption of
Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPS).

3. India Assumes Chairship of International IDEA (2026)

H
=

Event: On 3 December 2025 Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
assumed thechairship of the Council of Member States of International IDEA
markingl ndi aés el ection as Chair for 2026

Significance : India, a founding member (one of 14) , reaffirmed its commitment
to strengthening global democratic institutions

Ceremony: Formal takeover held in Stockholm, attended by | ndi e
Ambassador to Sweden, Anurag Bhushan .

I ndi ads De moQver®Qa0imitlionSeyistaéree electors across28 States
and 8 UTs.

Electoral Legacy: Since1947, India has conducted 18 Lok Sabha elections and
400+ State Assembly elections.

4. India at 11th UNAOC Forum (Riyadh)

H
=

1

Event: At the 11th United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) Forum in
Riyadh , India reaffirmed its commitment to Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world
as one family) and interfaith harmony .

UNAOC Background : Established in 2005by former UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan , co-sponsored by Spain and Turkiye , UNAOC functions as a UN soft-
power platform for conflict prevention.

Mandate : It promotes intercultural and interreligious dialogue  to counter
polarisation, extremism, and intolerance.

Structure & Focus: Led by a High Representative of the UN Secretary -General,
headquartered in New York , with priority areas including youth, education,
media, migration, and women .
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5. UNSC Resolution 2803 on Gaza Reconstruction

“& The UN Security Council adopted Resolution 2803, endorsing a Comprehensive
‘,‘E-——- Post-Conflict Reconstruction Plan for Gaza , including new urban development
‘:! and a Special Economic Zone.

1

The resolution calls for full implementation of the ceasefire and Gazads
rehabilitation, and creates a Board of Peace BoP)ii a transitional body with
international legal personality fi to oversee reconstruction and interim
governance.

1 It authorises an International Stabilisation Force to secure borders, support
demilitarisation , protect civilians, and enable humanitarian assistance under BoP
oversight.

1 The resolution affirms a conditional pathway to Palestinian self -determination ,
linked to Palestinian Authority reforms , without immediate recognition of
statehood.

6. Capture of Pokrovsk

1 Russia claims full control of Pokrovsk , amajor industrial and logistics hub in
\@_N_S_ easternUkraine 6 Bonetsk region , after a prolonged campaign.

n
‘l! 1 Pokrovsk is a critical road drail junction , serving as aprimary supply artery for
Ukrainian forces on the eastern front.

1 ThecityhostsUkr ai neds onl y | italkidrthegnatiomalasteel mi n e
industry .

1 Strategically, it functioned as a buffer shielding Dnipropetrovsk region  and as
a gateway to northern Donetsk , including Kramatorsk and Sloviansk .

7. Russia bChina Plan for a Lunar Nuclear Power Plant

| Project & Timeline : Russia and China have agreed to build anautomated
nuclear power plant on the Moon around 203552036to support sustained lunar

operations.
\}E!“__S_ | Framework: The reactor is part of the International Lunar Research Station
‘:! (ILRS)f a joint architecture that includes an orbital station and a surface base

near the lunar south pole .
1 Why Nuclear Power?

o The Moon experiences a~14-day lunar night , during which solar panels
cannot generate electricity .

o A compact fission reactor provides continuous, reliable power for
habitats, instruments, mining, and communications.

q Global Context:

o The United States is pursuing a parallel effortfi the Fission Surface Power
Projectii with a target to deploy a lunar reactor by 2030.

1 Legal Position:

o The Outer Space Treaty prohibits nuclear weapons in space butallows
peaceful nuclear energy for exploration and scientific purposes.
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8. India - Russia 23rd Annual Summit Strengthens Strategic
Partnership on 25 - Year Milestone

. The 23rd India -Russia Annual Summit was held in New Delhi on 4 85 December
NE 2025 marking 25 yearsof the India-Russia Strategic Partnership declared in
‘ October 2000. The summit reaffirmed bilateral cooperation across trade, defence,
energy, connectivity, climate, and human ties, and set a new USD 100 billion
trade target by 2030.

KEY OUTCOMES
1) Trade & Economy
New USD 100 billion bilateral trade target by 2030 (from ~USD 68 billion in 2024 -25).
Adoptionof 0 Pr o g r a mmte div2reifg ttade beyond energy and defence.
Progress onFree Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations with Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU).
Russian market opened to Indian potatoes, pomegranates, processed foods.
Rupee-Ruble settlement system strengthened; ~96% trade in national currencies.
Customs protocol for exchanging pre-arrival data for faster border clearance.
Long-term fertiliser supply commitments and joint urea plant plans.

= =4 =4
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2) Defence & Security

Reciprocal Logistics Support (RELOS) agreement for mutual port access.
Joint ventures in India to build spare parts for Russian origin platforms.
Talks on S-400 delivery and future cooperation on S-500 systems
Agreement on combating irregular migration and ensuring maritime safety.
Reaffirmed zero tolerance on cross-border terrorism financing/networks

=A =4 =4 4 A

3) Energy & Nuclear Cooperation

1 Assurance of uninterrupted crude oil & LNG supplies

1 Agreement on six new and second Russian-designed nuclear units in India.
] Exploration of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) & floating nuclear plants .

4) Connectivity & Arctic

Push to operationalise Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime Corridor

Development of Northern Sea Route (NSR) as alternative trade route.

MoU for polar operations training for Indian seafarers.

Removing bottlenecks in International North -South Transport Corridor (INSTC)

=A =4 =4 =4

5) Climate & Global Governance

1 Joint Working Group on climate change & low -carbon development .

1 Russiareaffirmed support f or | n di apgemsnanert UNSEC seat. a
1 Russia adopting the Framework for India -led International Big Cat Alliance

6) People-to-People & Institutional Cooperation

1 India to offer 30-day free e-tourist visa to Russian citizens.
1 Facilitation of temporary skilled labour movement to Russia.
1 ISRO-Roscosmoscooperation in human spaceflight, navigation, planetary science.

Agreements in healthcare, medical education, infectious disease surveillance .
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9. Peace plan of Ukraine  b20 point peace plan

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has unveiled a 20-point peace plan,
= formulated in consensus with the United States , aimed at bringing the Russiad
B% Ukraine war to an end.

W

Core Pillars of the Plan

=

Security Guarantees

o Ukraine seekslegally binding security guarantees equivalent to NATO
Article 5, backed by the U.S., NATO members, and European partners.

o This would obligate guarantor states to respond collectively to any future
aggression against Ukraine.

2. European Integration
o A clear, time-bound pathway to European Union membership

o Until accession, Ukraine would receive preferential access to EU markets,
aiding post-war economic recovery.

3.  Military Posture

o Ukraine would retain a strong peacetime armed force of ~800,000
personnel.

o The plan explicitly rejects large-scale demilitarisation , reflecting lessons
from past security failures.

4.  Non-Aggression Pact
o A comprehensive, legally binding non -aggression treaty with Russia.

o Russia would be required to embed these commitments into its domestic
legal framework , increasing enforceability.

5. Donbas Resolution Mechanism

o Establishment of demilitarised and free economic zones in the Donbas
region.

o Designed to unlock the territorial stalemate while promoting reconstruction,
investment, and civilian normalcy.

Strategic Significance

1 The plan blends hard security guarantees with economic integration and
reconstruction , signalling Ukraineds insisten
and irreversible anchoring in the Euro -Atlantic order.

1 It marks a shift from ceasefire-centric approaches to apost-war security
architecture aimed at preventing future conflict.
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10. Ukraine BNATO Trade - off Proposal

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has indicated readiness todrop

NN Ukraineds demand f orifthéActrdry receivedlegally h i p

‘}bi nding security guarantees fremqWasteral ent t
nations, including the United States. The move directly addressesRussi ads s
justification for the war and could open space for credible peace negotiations .

Core Elements

1

Conditional Offer: Ukraine forgoes NATO membership only if it gets Article -
5-like guarantees.

Guarantee Standard: Commitments must be legally binding and collective,
not political assurances.

Negotiation Impact:. Removes a key Russian objection, potentially enabling
substantive talks without compromising

About NATO (Context)

1 Founded: 1949 (Washington Treaty);32 members (Finland joined in 2024).

1 Purpose: Collective defence and political coordination.

1 Article 5: An attack on one member is treated as an attack on all.

1 HQ: Brussels (political); Mons, Belgium (military command).

1. ndiab, _ . " ", Tt T e L9 L
EWS Five MoUs signed covering renewable energy, water resources, cultural
‘L;i exchange (202929), digital public infrastructure, and a heritage twinning
‘l- between Petra and Ellora.

1 Strategic dialogue : Narendra Modi held talks with King Abdullah Il on
trade, defence, energy, fertilisers, agriculture, digital tech, critical minerals,
infrastructure, health, tourism and people -to-people ties.

1 Trade & digital push : Target to raise bilateral trade to USD 5 billion in 5
years; proposal to link JordanOrmfieddi gi t al
Payments Interface.

1 Economic ties: Indiais J o r d a n-largest &adidg partner ; Jordan supplies
phosphates and potashvi t al f or I ndiads agricul tu

1 Industrial cooperation :Jordan India Fertiliser Company (IFFCO d&Jordan
Phosphate Mines JV) is a key phosphoric acid supplier to India.

1 Indian footprint : 15+ Indian -owned garmentunits i n Jor dands QI Z
~17,500 Indians employed across textiles, construction, manufacturing and
healthcare.

1 Diplomatic milestone : Visit marked 75 years of IndiadJordan relations ; PM

departed for Ethiopia for the second leg of his tour.
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1 Milestone Visit : Narendra Modi visited Oman marking 70 years of IndiadOman

\'_lE\_ﬁl_S. diplomatic relations ; Oman is an absolute monarchy at the southeastern tip of the

\‘:! Arabian Peninsula, bordering the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, with coasts
along the Arabian Sea, Gulf of Oman and the Strait of Hormuz.

1 CEPA Signed: The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement grants
zerooduty access to 99% of ,alaonsd l08% BDIferingianr t s |
firms in Omani services, extends stay for Indian contractual service suppliers to 2
years, excludes sensitive Indian products (dairy, gold, silver, tea, coffee), and
makes Oman the first country to recognise AYUSH trade .

1 Sectoral Cooperation : Adoption of a Joint Vision on Maritime Cooperation
(regional security, blue economy); framework pact on agricultural science, animal
husbandry and irrigation ; executive programme on millet cultivation ; MoU on
maritime heritage museums and artefact exchange .

q Honour : PM Modi was conferred the First Class of the Order of Oman , the
countryds highest <civilian award.

13. UAE Withdraws Troops After Saudi Strike on Mukalla Port, Yemen

What happened in Mukalla?

S
NEW Airstrike: Saudi Arabia bombed Mukalla port in southern Yemen

| |
| after a shipment arrived from Fujairah (UAE), alleging it carried
weapons for southern separatists.

1 Denial: United Arab Emirates rejected the claim, stating the cargo
comprised vehicles for its own forces.

Actors and alignments in southern Yemen

1 Southern Transitional Council (STC): A UAE -backed separatist group
seeking southern Yemends sovereignty
expanded influence in Hadramout and Mahra.

1 Yemeni Military Bloc / Hadramout Tribal Alliance: Opposes the STC
and is supported by Saudi Arabia, reflecting diverging priorities within
the anti-Houthi camp.

Why this matters

1 Anti -Houthi rift: Tensions between Saudibacked and UAE-backed
actors complicate coordination against the Houthis and weaken
prospects for a unified political settlement.

1 Regional implications: Disagreements over southern Yemen risk
prolonging fragmentation even as diplomatic efforts seek de -escalation.
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Boundary in Gaza

H
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What is the Yellow Line?

The Yellow Line is atemporary military demarcation created under the US-
brokered ceasefire in Gaza.

1 It separatesisraeli -controlled eastern Gaza from Palestinian -administered
humanitarian zones in the west.

Why is it called the oO0Yellow Lineodo?

1 The name isinformal , derived from yellow concrete blocks and poles placed by
Israeli forces along the line.

1 It is not an internationally recognised border or treaty-defined boundary.
How is it being treated?
1 Israel

o Describes the Yellow Line as aforward defensive line and treats it as ade
facto new border during the ceasefire.

o Enforcesstrict movement restrictions east of the line, with reports of shoot-
without -warning policies.

1 United Nations & Palestinians

o View the line as non-permanent, contested,andavi ol ati on of
territorial integrity

o Stress that Gaza remains asingle territorial unit under international law.
Territorial impact

1 More than half of Gaza , lying east of the Yellow Line , remains under Israeli
military control.

1 Civilian'-movement across the line is severely restricted , complicating
humanitarian access and reconstruction.

Broader context

1 Gaza is internationally recognised as asingle occupied territory ; no state has legal
authority to redraw.its borders unilaterally.

The Yellow Line echoes past conflicts wheretemporary security lines evolved into long -
term fault lines , making political settlements harder.
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15. Israel Recognises Somaliland as Independent State
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1 Historic Move : On 26 December 2025 Israel became thefirst country to
@_N_S_ formally recognise the self-declared Somaliland as anindependent and
\‘=! sovereign state; Somaliland has functioned as a de facto entity since1991

without prior international recognition.

1  Bilateral Cooperation : Israel announced immediate cooperation with
Somaliland in agriculture, health, technology, and economic
development , signalling rapid diplomatic and economic engagement.

1 Geopolitical Impact : The move hasmajor regional implications , directly
challenging Somaliaés c¢cl aim over Somalil and and
territorial integrity  in the Horn of Africa.

1 Diplomatic Context :The recognition aligns with |
normalisation -driven diplomacy , consistent with the momentum
generated by the Abraham Accords (2020), under which Israel
established formal ties with several Arab states.

16. India BAfrica Economic Engagement (2025)

E\Qk- Trade & Investment : Bilateral trade stood at $83.4 bn (202824) exports
‘L;-‘ $45.38 bn imports $38.02 bny Indian investments in Africa total ~$75 bn
‘l- across pharma, IT, autos, banking, and mining.

1 Exportdlmport Mix :I ndi ad s e xmpigeratfuels/dile(d$153¢ bn)
and pharmaceuticals (~$3.94 bn); imports dominated by mineral
fuels/oils (~$15.45 bn) and gems & jewellery (~$9.7 bn) .

1 Market Diversification : Africa absorbed ~10.4%0f | ndi ads expor
202324, reducing reliance on Western demand.

1 Energy Security : Africa supplied ~$15.45bnof | ndi ads fuel i
202324.

1 Demand Upside :Af ri cads household c88% umpti on
annually , projected at~$2.5tn by 2030.

1 Scale & Integration : The African Continental Free Trade Area targets a
~1.4 bn-person market with ~$3.4tn GDP, enhancing scale advantages.

1 Diplomatic Momentum : The African Union joined the G20 during

I ndi ads 2023 presi den-aegonomisdlignmentyt heni ng
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17. IndiablLiberia Pharmacopoeia Cooperation

1 MoU Signed : India and Liberia signed an MoU to strengthen cooperation
\@ in pharmacopoeia , promoting shared drug -quality standards .

| : , .
‘m! Public Health Impact : Aims to improve access to safe, affordable
medicines acrossWest Africa .

T Capacity Building : Provides knowledge exchange and training for
Liberian regulatory staff .

q Strategic Significance :Re i nf o r c ersversahhdailtracéverage
commitment and deepens India dAfrica ties .

1 Liberia Snapshot : West African nation; first independent African republic ;
bordersSi erra Leone, GuianctheAtladit ®ceand 61 voi r
exports include rubber, iron ore, diamonds, timber .

SJX ’ y T 3 . = = . = =
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f.  Visit & Honours : Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Ethiopia
NEWS (second leg after Jordan) and received theGreat Honour Nishan of
i;i Ethiopia , the highest civilian award for foreign leaders.

p=
il

Strategic Upgrade : India and Ethiopia elevated ties to a Strategic
Partnership .

T Agreements Signed :
o Debt restructuring MoU under the G20 Common Framework .
o Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters to ease trade.
o UN Peacekeeping Training cooperation arrangement.
o DataCentret o be set up at Ethiopiads Mi

T Economic Ties: Bilateral trade $550mn (2024525); Indian exports $476
mn. Il ndi a | Znd-lBrgebtiradlipg parthies and a major investor.

T Development Support : Ethiopiais| ndi ads | argest LoC re
Africa with $1 bn sanctioned.

1 Ethiopia Snapshot : Landlocked Horn of Africa state; never formally
colonised ; features theSimien Mountains ( 0 Roof of Africad)
Danakil Depression ( 4125 m below sea | evel).




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































